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1 . This Office action is responsive to the amendment filed 11/1 0/05. As directed by 
the amendment, claims 1, 3, 4, 10, 15, 17, 18, 20, 22 were amended, claims 2, 5, were 
canceled, new claims 24, 25 were added. 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

3. Applicant is advised that should claims 13, 14 be found allowable, claims 24, 25 
will be objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75 as being a substantial duplicate thereof. When 
two claims in an application are duplicates or else are so close in content that they both 
cover the same thing, despite a slight difference in wording, it is proper after allowing 
one claim to object to the other as being a substantial duplicate of the allowed claim. 
See MPEP § 706.03(k). 

4. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

5. Claims 1, 3, 4, 6-14, 16-21, 23-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) 
contains subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
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reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the 
application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 

The entire specification only discloses a cellular phone having two cameras and 
microphones for example see Fig. 2B and abstract. The specification does not disclose 
any other electronic apparatus (e.g. digital camera, TV, radio, etc.), therefore to use the 
terms "electronic apparatus" in the claims is incommensurate with the scope of the 
disclose since applicants have not disclose every and all electronic appliances that 
includes the claimed limitations as set forth in the claims. 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 12 is confusing in that the rotation position of the camera and microphone 
is maintained as recited in claim 1 1 , therefore it appears to contract claim 1 1 in reciting 
the relative position is independent between the camera and microphone. 

8. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 
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9. Claims 6-8, 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Tani 
et al (US PGPUB. NO. 2002/0075244 hereinafter Tani). 

Tani discloses an electronic apparatus (remote monitoring system)comprising a 
plurality of capture units (e.g. cameras 60, 70,..., 80), corresponding number of voice 
input units (e.g. microphones attached to the selected camera), a selection unit 
(switcher 30), and a control unit 30 for controlling the microphones based on the 
selection unit, for example see abstract, paragraph [0138] and corresponding figure. 

10. Claims 6-8, 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Klindworth (US PGPUB. NO. 2003/0081120 filed 10/30/01). 

Klindworth discloses an electronic apparatus (conference system)comprising a 
plurality of capture units (e.g. cameras 140), corresponding number of voice input units 
(e.g. microphones 130), a selection unit (audio/video processor 114), and the 
audio/video processor 1 14 also functions as a control unit for controlling the 
microphones based on the selection unit, for example see Fig. 1 , paragraph [0018- 
0021]. 

11. Claims 11, 16, 21, 23, 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Muramatsu (JP 2001-169158). 

As to claims 1 1 , 16, 21 , 23, Muramatsu discloses an electronic apparatus 1 
comprising a capture unit 21 capturing a target; a voice input unit 22 inputting voice; and 
a rotation unit 2 rotating the capture unit and voice input unit with a relative position 
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between the capture unit and voice input unit maintained. Muramatsu also discloses 
receiving voice from either the first (22) or second (31 ) voice input unit. See abstract, 
Fig. 2. 

As to claim 24, alternate limitations are recited and the claim is met by 
Muramatsu in the alternate limitation of "with a relative position between said capture 
means and said voice input means maintained". 

12. Claims 1 1 , 21 , 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Yoshida et al (JP 2002-237985 hereinafter Yoshida). 

As to claims 11,21, Yoshida discloses an electronic apparatus 1 comprising a 
capture unit 17 capturing a target; a voice input unit 17 inputting voice; and a rotation 
unit 83 rotating the capture unit and voice input unit with a relative position between the 
capture unit and voice input unit maintained. See abstract, Fig. 15. 

As to claim 24, alternate limitations are recited and the claim is met by Yoshida in 
the alternate limitation of "with a relative position between said capture means and said 
voice input means maintained". 

13. Claims 10, 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Flohr (US PAT. NO. 5,612,733) in view of Katsumi (US PAT. NO. 6,369,846). 

As to claims 10, 20, it is old and well known in the art to obtain voice when it is 
determined that a specific input level of a plurality of microphones is above a threshold 
value as being the presence of voice signals, for example see Katsumi col. 5 line 56 to 
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col. 6 line 16. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Flohr to comprise threshold value determining 
means to properly determine where the voice is being inputted when the input levels 
exceed the threshold value. 

14. Claims 10, 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Akai (US PGPUB. NO. 2004/0204194) in view of Katsumi (US PAT. NO. 6,369,846). 

As to claims 10, 20, it is old and well known in the art to obtain voice when it is 
determined that a specific input level of a plurality of microphones is above a threshold 
value as being the presence of voice signals, for example see Katsumi col. 5 line 56 to 
col. 6 line 16. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Akai to comprise threshold value determining 
means to properly determine where the voice is being inputted when the input levels 
exceed the threshold value. 

1 5. Claims 1 1 , 21 , 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Suso et al (US PAT. NO. 6,069,648 hereinafter Suso) in view of Yoshida et al (JP 
2002-237985 hereinafter Yoshida). 

As to claims 11 , 21 , Suso discloses a cellular telephone having a camera 
function substantially as claimed where the camera is rotatable to take a front or back 
image, e.g. see Fig. 5b, col. 4 lines 30-38. Suso differs from the claimed invention in 
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not disclosing the camera comprises a microphone in the same housing such that the 
relative position of the camera and microphone is maintained. 

Yoshida discloses an electronic apparatus 1 comprising a capture unit 17 
capturing a target; a voice input unit 17 inputting voice; and a rotation unit 83 rotating 
the capture unit and voice input unit with a relative position between the capture unit 
and voice input unit maintained such that the voice signal is recorded appropriately in 
directivity with the imaging unit (see abstract, problem to be solved section). See 
abstract, Fig. 15. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Suso to comprise a microphone in the same 
housing such that the relative position of the camera and microphone is maintained to 
have the voice signal recorded appropriately in directivity with the imaging unit. 

As to claim 24, alternate limitations are recited and the claim is met by Suso as 
modified by Yoshida as discussed above in the alternate limitation of "with a relative 
position between said capture means and said voice input means maintained". 

16. Claims 1 1 , 21 , 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Suso et al (US PAT. NO. 6,069,648 hereinafter Suso) in view of Muramatsu (JP 
2001-169158). 

As to claims 11,21, Suso discloses a cellular telephone having a camera 
function substantially as claimed where the camera is rotatable to take a front or back 
image, e.g. see Fig. 5b, col. 4 lines 30-38. Suso differs from the claimed invention in 
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not disclosing the camera comprises a microphone in the same housing such that the 
relative position of the camera and microphone is maintained. 

Muramatsu discloses an electronic apparatus 1 comprising a capture unit 21 
capturing a target; a voice input unit 22 inputting voice; and a rotation unit 2 rotating the 
capture unit and voice input unit with a relative position between the capture unit and 
voice input unit maintained. Muramatsu also discloses receiving voice from either the 
first (22) or second (31 ) voice input unit. See abstract, Fig. 2. Thus, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Suso to comprise a microphone in the same housing such that the relative position of 
the camera and microphone is maintained to "always fix the sensitivity of a microphone 
in the direction of a photographic subject to remove unwanted back ground noise during 
recording. 

As to claim 24, alternate limitations are recited and the claim is met by Suso as 
modified by Muramatsu as discussed above in the alternate limitation of "with a relative 
position between said capture means and said voice input means maintained". 

17. Claims 15, 22 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Suso 
et al (US PAT. NO. 6,069,648 hereinafter Suso) in view of Murakawa (JP 06-302169). 

Suso discloses a cellular telephone having a camera function substantially as 
claimed where the camera is rotatable to take a front or back image, e.g. see Fig. 5b, 
col. 4 lines 30-38. Suso differs from the claimed invention in not disclosing a sensitivity 
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control unit controlling sensitivity of the voice input unit based on a rotation angle of the 
rotation unit. 

However, it is old and well known in the art for a camera with a rotation unit to 
comprise a sensitivity control unit controlling sensitivity of the voice input unit based on 
a rotation angle of the rotation unit, for example see Murakawa's abstract, such that 
"sounds from the front and the rear are recorded almost in the same audition and the 
microphone is attached to a free position". Thus, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Suso to comprise a 
sensitivity control unit controlling sensitivity of the voice input unit based on a rotation 
angle of the rotation unit, for example see Murakawa's abstract, such that "sounds from 
the front and the rear are recorded almost in the same audition and the microphone is 
attached to a free position". 

18. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Nakamura (JP 2004166159, filed 11/15/02 in Japan) discloses a cellular phone 
with a built-in camera and a front and rear microphone. 

1 9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wing F. Chan whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7493. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 9 AM to 6 PM. 



Application/Control Number: 10/790,192 



Page 10 



Art Unit: 2643 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on 571-272-7499. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). y y 




Wirtg F. Chan 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2643 
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